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ed the well-known Hindu temples of Pan-
dharpur and Tuljapur and having broken
their idols, he reached Wai and encamped
with his huge army in the fertile Krishna
valley.   Shivaji perceived the gravity of the
situation and prepared to face it boldly.    He
invoked the Goddess Bhavani, and favoured
with   her   divine   blessings,    resolved   to
meet his great enemy.    He did not intend
to risk a battle but took up a position at
Pratapgad.   Afzul Khan, who   was  proud
of his large army and almost certain that
Shivaji could not face him in the field, was
bent upon catching him  in his mountain
shelter  and   taking   him   in   triumph   to
Bijapur. ,  Shivaji perceiving   the   difficult
situation made offers of submission to the
Khan, who deputed his confidential agent,
Krishnaji  Bhaskar,  to   open   negotiations
with Shivaji.   This man was gained over by
Shivaji through Pantoji Gopinath Bokil, and
with his assistance Afzul Khan was easily
led to believe that Shivaji was in a state
of great  alarm and willing to surrender,
provided pardon was granted to  him for
his past actions.   The Khan, aware of the
natural difficulties of the mountainous coun-
try, in spite of his hatred and contempt
for his foe,   consented to accept Shivaii's